
Prescribed Burn Notice 
    Alderville Black Oak Savanna 

 
 
 
April 1st, 2017 
 
Dear Adjacent Landowners; 
 
Please be advised that the Alderville Black Oak Savanna (ABOS) is planning to conduct a prescribed 
burn on the Alderville Black Oak Savanna Woodland on the week of April 17th- April 21st, 2017. The 
carefully controlled burns will be conducted between 12 pm and 7 pm each day.  For your safety, access 
to the ABOS property will be closed during this time. Roads in the area should not be affected. 
 
Prescribed burns are being conducted in rare oak savanna and oak woodland habitats within the ABOS      
property. These habitats include scattered Black and/or White Oak mixed with White Pine trees and 
various prairie grasses and flowers. Prescribed burning is an essential part of maintaining the botanical 
diversity of these savanna and woodland areas. Periodic fire prepares the ecosystem for natural re-
growth, slows the growth of undesirable woody vegetation, and promotes the growth of fire-tolerant 
savanna grasses and flowering prairie plants such as Big Bluestem, Round-headed Bush Clover and 
shrubs like New Jersey Tea. Historically, fire would have swept through the savanna every few years. 
Many wildlife species in the Rice Lake Plains, including a number of species at risk, are dependent on 
these habitats. 
 
We are planning to burn 20 acres in total, 15.5 acres of oak woodland, a small portion (4.5) of an old field 
transitioning to tallgrass prairie. Since the timing of each burn is dependent on weather, we cannot 
predict exactly when the burns will take place; hence this advanced warning about general times for the 
burns. Roadside signs will be posted on the day of the burn. The burn area is illustrated on the map on 
the reverse of this page. 
 
The prescribed burns conducted on the site will be carried out by trained professionals. Burns sponsored 
by the Aboriginal Fund for Species at Risk will be carried out by Black Oak Savanna staff and Lands & 
Forests Consulting, an independent prescribed burn consulting firm. Detailed burn plans, fire permits and 
insurance are obtained in advance of the burn.  
 
Prescribed burns are only conducted under specific weather conditions. These conditions include wind 
speed and direction that will allow a safe and successful burn, while dispersing smoke away from 
developed areas as much as possible.  However, if you live next door to the prescribed burn and have a 
respiratory condition such as asthma, please contact us so we can give you more details regarding the 
day of the burn. You may wish to close windows and keep laundry off the clothes line in case smoke 
does waft temporarily in your direction. 
 
For safety reasons, Media representatives and the public are welcome to observe burning operations 
from a safe location, to be determined by fire control staff. 
 
We encourage you to take the time to observe the burned areas throughout the season and see the 
natural changes that will take place and the wildlife habitat that is regenerated through this work. We are 
confident that the transformation of these areas will impress you. 
 
  



The contacts noted below can provide further information about the precise location and timing of the 
burns as soon as final arrangements are made. 
 
Radek Odolczyk 
Research and Restoration Coordinator 
Alderville Black Oak Savanna 
Tel: 905-352-1008 
Mobile: 705-927-7191 
rodolczyk@alderville.ca 
 
www.aldervillesavanna.ca 

Cheyenne Blaker 
Ecological Stewardship Technician 
Alderville Black Oak Savanna 
Tel: 905-352-1008 
cblaker@alderville.ca 
 
www.aldervillesavanna.ca 
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